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already given out money for about 16000 [mds.] petre. These
4 months of February, March, Aprill and May being the only
time of the yeare for the makeing and getting in this Comodity,
and as yet we have gotten but 7000 mds. Such great raines
fell last yeare that it was late ere any could be made, and the
greatest part of the Petre Men as made Petre for us, and the
Dutch Petremen are dead in the last famine, which is another
reason it is both scarce and deare. . . . Now Pattana is so miser-
ably decayd we cannot get what we please att Intrest as wee
could formerly."
Again, on 25th April, 1672, Charnock and Elwes wrote (op. cit.) :
" We advised you in our last that we thought we could not be
able to get 17 or 18000 (maunds of saltpetre) this yeare, which
we now again confirm, and we feare not so much, it being so scarce
and deare by reason of the great raines and the famine the last
yeare."
The last reference (op. cit.) is dated seven weeks later, I4th June,
1672 : " There is no reason to fear but our success may be equi-
valent with the Dutch as to our Petre Investment. But they, as
well as wee, shall come short of their intended quantities this year.
The last yeares famine and great raines do sufficiently manifest it."
De Graaf, who journeyed to Patna after his release from Monghyr
in November 1670, as narrated in Chapter V, thus describes the
condition of the place on his arrival (Voyages, p. 67, translation) :
" We saw nothing but poverty and misery among the country
folk. Scarcity and famine were greater than had ever been
known within the memory of man. The cause was the failure
of the rice crop and the inundations of the Ganges : Rice cost
half a rix dollar for 6 sers or 9 Ib. Dutch weight, while in ordinary
years, 60, 70, or more Ib. could be bought for the same amount.
" The people died in heaps and their corpses remained
extended on the roads, streets and marketplaces, since there was
no one to bury them or even throw them into the river. These
corpses were torn and devoured by wild horses, tigers, wolves
and dogs. We even saw some poor wretches who had still in
their mouths grass, leather and suchlike filth. They died in
flocks. A woman ate her own child. Slaves could be bought
for next to nothing."
But by far the most valuable corroboration of Marshall's
account and of his story of the " Nabobs roguery " is that given
by Thomas Bowrey, who had also recently arrived in India at
the time of the scarcity. He writes (Countries Round the Bay
of Bengal, ed. Temple, p. 226) : " Notwithstandinge Pattana be
soe fertile to afford graine to Such a plentifull countrey as Bengala,
yett in the yeare of our Lord 1670 they had as great a Scarcitie, in
soe much that one Pattana Seere weight of rice (the plentifullest
graine in the country) was Sold for one rupee, the Seere containing

